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HOPKINTON ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
MINUTES 

MAY 5, 2015 
 
Chairman Janet Krzyzaniak opened the Hopkinton Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting of 
Tuesday, May 5, 2015, at 5:30 PM in the Hopkinton Town Hall.  Members present: Toni Gray, 
Charles Koontz, Gregory McLeod and Daniel Rinden.  Staff present:  Planning Director Karen 
Robertson. 
 
Note:  The Zoning Board of Adjustment’s Rules of Procedure was available during the 
application process and additional copies were available at the meeting for the general public. 
 
I. Application(s). 
 

#2015-3   Hopkinton State Fair Association   Karl Thulin, Director of Hopkinton State Fair, 
addressed the Board to present the Hopkinton State Fair Association’s request for a  
Special Exception to erect two (2) 4’ x 8’ temporary signs to announce the celebration of 
the Hopkinton Fair’s 100th anniversary.  It is anticipated that the signs will be erected after 
the Memorial Day parade and removed shortly after the Fair in September. The signs are 
proposed on property owned by the Hopkinton State Fair Association, located at 329 
Kearsarge Avenue (green/yellow gates) in the R-1 district, shown on Tax Map 222 as Lot 
61.  The application was submitted in accordance with Section 7.8 (c) of the Hopkinton 
Zoning Ordinance.   
 
Mr. Thulin explained the proposed size exceeding the 3’ x 5’ size allowed is due to the fact 
that the signs will be mounted on the green and yellow gate fences.  The concern was that 
the smaller sign size would not be large enough to draw attention to the sign.   
 
Mr. Koontz inquired about the Hopkinton State Fair and how it compares to other fairs in the 
State.  In response, Mr. Thulin stated that the Hopkinton State Fair is the most notable 
agriculture fair in New Hampshire.   
 
As there was no one present in the audience, the Board unanimously agreed to waive the 
reading of the Applicant’s written response to the criteria for a Special Exception. 
 
For the record, the Hopkinton State Fair Association’s written response for a Special 
Exception as outlined in Section XV of the Zoning Ordinance was as follows: 
 
1. Standards provided by this Ordinance for the particular use permitted by Special 

Exception.  “In accordance with the provisions of 7.8.1(c) the proposed signs are 
allowed by Special Exception.” 
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2. No hazard to the public or adjacent property on account of potential fire, 
explosion or release of toxic materials.  “The signs are to be professionally created 
and will meet conventionally accepted safety guidelines.”   
 

3. No detriment to property values in the vicinity or change in the essential 
characteristics of a residential neighborhood on account of the location or scale 
of buildings and other structures, parking areas, access ways, odor(s), smoke, 
gas, dust, or other pollutant, noise, glare, heat, vibration, or unsightly outdoor 
storage of equipment, vehicles or other materials.  “The proposal is erect tastefully 
designed signage to welcome guests to our 100th anniversary fair.” 

 
4. No creation of a traffic safety hazard or a substantial increase in the level of traffic 

congestion in the vicinity.  “The proposal is for signage only and is therefore not 
applicable.” 

 
5. No excessive demand on municipal services, including, but not limited to, water, 

sewer, waste disposal, police and fire protection, and schools.  “The proposal is for 
signage only and is therefore not applicable.” 
 

6. No significant increase of storm water runoff onto adjacent property or streets.  
“The proposal is for signage only and is therefore not applicable.” 
 

7. An appropriate location for the proposed use. “The most appropriate location for the 
signs is at the access gates to the fair.  The signage will highlight green and yellow fair 
entry portals.” 
 

8. Not affect adversely the health and safety of the residents and others in the area 
and not be detrimental to the use or development of adjacent or neighboring 
properties.  “The proposal is for signage only and is therefore not applicable.” 

 
9. In the public interest and in the spirit of the ordinance. “The celebration, in the public 

interest of the Town of Hopkinton and in concert with the Hopkinton State Fair’s 100th 
anniversary activities.” 

 
In reviewing the written submission and hearing the presentation of the Applicant, the Board 
unanimously agreed that the Applicant satisfied all necessary criteria to be granted a 
Special Exception.   
 
Mr. McLeod, seconded by Mr. Koontz, moved to APPROVE the application for Special 
Exception (#2015-3) as presented.  Motion carried unanimously (Gray, Koontz, McLeod, 
Rinden and Krzyzaniak).  The Applicant satisfied all requirements to be granted a Special 
Exception in accordance with Section 15.8.2 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 

II. Review of the Minutes and Notice of Decision of April 7, 2015. 
 

Mrs. Gray, seconded by Mr. Koontz, moved to APPROVE the Minutes and Notice of 
Decision of April 7, 2015 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously (Gray, Koontz, McLeod, 
Rinden and Krzyzaniak). 
 

III. Other Business. 
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a) Annual appointment of Chairperson.  Mr. McLeod, seconded by Mr. Koontz, moved to 
table the appointment of a Chairperson until such time as the full-time vacancy has been 
filled. Motion carried unanimously (Gray, Koontz, McLeod, Rinden and Krzyzaniak). 

   
IV. Adjournment. 
 

Mrs. Gray, seconded by Mr. Rinden, moved to ADJOURN the meeting at 6:30 PM.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  The next regular scheduled meeting of the Hopkinton Zoning Board of 
Adjustment is at 5:30 PM on Tuesday, June 2, 2015, at the Hopkinton Town Hall. 
 

 
Karen Robertson 
Planning Director 
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