Hopkinton Budget Committee

Town Hall 

Final Minutes

November 25, 2008

Present: Karen Irwin, Chair; Tom O’Donnell, HVP Representative; Cameron Ford, and Chris Lawless, Selectmen Representative; Danny Coen, Marion Paxton, David Luneau, School Board Representative; and; Patrice Gerseny. 

Absent: David Lancaster; and Bob Carpenter, CVP Representative

The meeting was called to order at 6:33 pm.

Chairman Irwin opened the meeting by asking for review of the October 8th draft meeting minutes.  No additional changes were made Danny Coen made a motion to accept the minutes Tom O’Donnell seconded the motion and all were in favor.  Next we reviewed the November 12th draft minutes several grammatical changes were made as well as the change of the date of the second Budget Committee meeting.  Patrice Gerseny made a motion to approve the November 12th minutes as amended Tom O’Donnell seconded the motion and all were in favor.  

David Luneau brought up the fact that he asked the Town to make the Budget Committee copies of the 62 page quarterly financial statements, as the Hopkinton Budget Committee was a Town function.  Chairman Irwin explained that the budget committee is not just a Town function it reviews all Town budgets.  That also is not what the budget committee had asked them to do in our motion last week which was to have them make quarterly detail financial statements available in a paper copy one week in advance of the meeting at the SAU office.  David Luneau said that the SAU was not going to provide it in paper copy and if we wanted it the town could do it, as it is a town function.  Chairman Irwin asked you mean because the Town has the budget line for the budget committee you think it should be copied by town employees and charged as an expense to the Town Budget Committee.  Mr. Luneau responded yes, it we wanted to have that many copies made and the SAU was not going to provide it.      

Chris Lawless handed out a written response to many questions the budget committee had asked of him.  We started going through the questions and Janet Kryzaniak asked if she could speak.  She just said that Chris Lawless had been doing a fine job on the budget this year and had responded to every question that the budget committee had asked of him.  Some of those questions included billing for the landfill, ball field usage charges, the parks and recreation camp costs for both residents and non-residents.  Chris Lawless provided a written response from the Town Administrator.  The answers were the landfill is billed at the end of the calendar year, no fees are charged to HYSA for use of fields, and the camp fee last year was $85 dollars for residents and $105 weekly camp fee for non-residents with an additional $10 registration fee for each camper. 

Chairman Irwin next asked David Luneau to go over the budget presentation they had by Brian Blake.  David said that the Superintendent had gone over a presentation and sent a line item budget to the School board a few days before the meeting so the first they had really seen the budget was November 18th.  They would have another meeting on 
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The budget on December 2nd and again the following week although the date was uncertain and at this point the meeting might not be a public meeting.  Chairman Irwin stated that the budget presentation by the Superintendent was $386,988 more than last year not including the $270,265 for the teachers contract and the HESS contract and the Teamsters union contracts were yet to be ratified so the increases for those contracts were not available.  

The Chairman asked for a copy of the teachers contract to be provided to the budget committee for review.  David had the page that included the signatures and had the teacher salary increase percentages of the 104 teachers.  Fifty-nine teachers (59) had salary increase percentages of 2-3%, five (5) had increases of 3.1-4%, nine (9) had increases of 4.1-5%, twenty one (21) had increases of 5.1-6% and ten (10) had increases of over 6.1%.  The average salary increase was $2,185.45 or 3.773%.  The figures given are noted to be approximates based on staffing at a given point in time at the beginning of negotiations.  David Luneau also said the ratified contract was the same as last year except it is 2.65% salary increase and a one-year contract.  

Tom O’Donnell said I hope the School Board did not approve a contract based upon two pages.  No further public comments were received.  

Patrice Gerseny motioned to adjourn the meeting Danny Coen seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the meeting ended at 8:11 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Karen Irwin, Chairman

