
Hopkinton Conservation Commission 
May 21, 2013 Meeting 

Kimball Lake Cabin 

APPROVED 

Present were: Lee Wilder, Derek Owen, Jed Merrow, Rob Knight, Erick Leadbeater, Ron 
Klemarczyk, Cleve Kapala and Bob LaPree (recently appointed alternate). 
Guest present: Hilary Chapman, NH Audubon Education Specialist 
Meeting was called to order at 1930 EDT by chairperson, Derek Owen. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
1. Hillary Chapman- replaced Ruth Smith as Audubon liason for Brockway Town 

Forest. She talked with us re our mutual cooperation of that area.  Discussion re 
trails and existing bridge.  Bridge need repairs.  Audubon plans several 
workshops.  Both parties agreed to keep each other informed about activities at 
Brockway. 

2. The Selectmen recently appointed Bob Lapree as an HCC alternate member.  
Welcome Bob. 

3. Minutes of April 16, 2013 we accepted as written. 
4. Treasurer’s report by Jed. Reimbursement requested for Rob‘s attendance at the 

Special Places Workshop in April 2013 and Ron submitted a bill for $2000 from 
Chuck Rose for brush grinding / clearing at the Rollins Lot. Both bills were 
approved.  Bob Lapree will resubmit bill for Bohanan Kiosk signage. To date, no 
HCC account sheet from Town Hall for April-May 2013 HCC Budget.  

5. Erick reports that invasive species spraying funding is still being decided. Eric 
will check progress.  

6. Ron reports that the Rollins Lot was cleared by Chuck Rose over the weekend of 
5/18-19/2013. Spraying is the proper action to knock back the mowed invasives.  
But until spraying can be arranged, a properly timed brush hogging, in addition to 
annual brush hogging of the Rollin’s Lot needs to happen.  

7. Culvert Report is coming by next week.  Jed and Ron will approach Road Agent 
with the approved draft. 

8. Cleve and Rob report that progress on the Hopkinton Village Greenway (HVG) 
continues.  Trail has been cleared across Aqueduct Lot.  Joining it to the 
Ransmeier Lot is under discussion.  Some bridges and boardwalks are needed.  
HVG hopes to be dedicated in September 2013.   Discussion followed re hiring a 
“professional”to help us organize the design, purchase of materials, construction 
and installation of the bridges and boardwalks and overseeing volunteers.  Hiring 
someone who also knows the wetland rules, etc., will be helpful.  All agreed.  Ron 
will put together a proposal for this project. 

9. A trails agreement with Dan Dustin re crossing his land at the Bohanan Lot, has 
been signed by the Selectmen. 

10. Bob Lapree reports that they have been working on a possible site for canoe 
access to the Contoocook River from the Bohanan Lot.  An aluminum gangway to 
the river’s edge is being looked at.  Design, l;ocation and prices were discussed.  
It was voted to have Bob order the gangway and getting it installed, paying not 
more than $3,500 for the entire project. 



11. Rob reports that the HCC Boundary Marker Project continues.  Now working on 
the Ransmeier Lot. 

12. Doug has been working with  Lucia to get all Hopkinton Conservation Lots on 
our website.  Denis Goddard will help with web placement. 

13. A Conservation Easement, with Five Rivers Trust, to be placed on the parcel at 
the mouth of the Blackwater before that lot goes to auction.  The Selectmen 
indicated to Rob that the sale of the property would provide funds to reimburse 
the HCC for the easement costs.  All voted OK, with Rob abstaining. Derek will 
send Five Rivers a letter indicating that the HCC approves. 

14. Jed talked with Amanda Stone of Cooperative Extension re a Town Species 
Habitat Map.  It was decided to have this discussion with Amanda as a public 
meeting at the Town Library…maybe in September 2013.  Jed will discuss this 
with Amanda. 

15. Rob will check on the removal of abutters items from the Bohanan Lot.  
16. Erick may present “HCC Summer Camp Award” at a school assembly.  He is also 

checking to make sure our check was received by the camp. 
17. The braces from the kiosk at the Bohanan Lot entrance, need to be removed. Lee 

will call the scout involved. 
18. Lee will talk with Neil Cass re abuttors items over the lot line at the Hawthorne 

Lot. 
19. Ron discussed repairs to: Parking lot Ransmeier Woods, Stevens rail trail, trail to 

boulder off Stevens Rail Trail and Trail at Houston Fields. Several proposals were 
sought.  The lowest bid was $4600.  All voted to have the work done.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. As of the June 2013 HCC meeting, we would like to try having our meetings 

begin at 7 PM. * 

2. The possible purchase of a lot on Bound Tree Road was discussed.  It was decided 
to wait and see what action the Town Of Warner takes re land on their side of 
Town line there.   

3. We discussed that a house lot along NH Rte. 103 north of the Ransmeier right 
away is currently for sale.  No decision was reached. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2132 EDT. 

 
Many thanks to Derek for hosting with Owen Farm specialities. The next HCC Meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday June 18, 2013 at 1900* EDT at the Harold Martin School. Jed is host. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lee Wilder, HCC Secretary and Vice Chairperson 

 
 
 
   

 
 



 


