
Hopkinton/Webster Landfill Committee 
Slusser Center 

Hopkinton, New Hampshire 
 

                          December 5, 2013                 DRAFT 
 
 
Attendance:          Barbara Corliss, Chair (W), Ellen Kontinos-Cilley (W), Sally Embley (W),           
                                Mike Greenwood, Alt. (W), 
                                Rich Houston (H), Arthur Cunningham (H), Richard Kennedy (H) 
                                 
                                Steve Clough, Ex Officio 
 
Absent:                  Dave Klumb, Alt. (W),  
                                
Public:                    Frank Davis 
 
 
Barbara brought the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M. The DRAFT November Minutes were briefly 
discussed. Barbara made a motion to approve the November Minutes, Stretch seconded the 
motion, and the Minutes were approved 4-0 (Ellen and Barbara abstained due to absence).  
 
The Activities Report for November was presented by Steve and he answered a few questions. 
 
Ellen updated the Committee on the Select-Boards’ actions. Hopkinton’s Town Counsel is going 
to determine if a memo of understanding can be reached between the towns that would allow 
the Town of Hopkinton to provide all of the facilities’ insurance, with coverage for both 
Hopkinton and Webster, including liability, by defining the agreement as a jointly owned 
operation. If that can be accomplished an insurance line will be put in the budget with Webster 
paying the Capital ownership rate of 20% for that item instead of the operational per capita 
rate. If this cannot be accomplished Ellen stated that there might have to be a separate entity 
created or the original agreement between the towns may have to be re-written and taken 
back to the towns’ voters.  
 
Ellen further updated the Committee that both Select-Boards had rejected the Committee 
unanimous budget recommendation. They removed the $5,000 from the budget for the Swap 
Shop Program. If a Swap Shop proposal moves forward the Boards agreed that the Town of 
Hopkinton would approve and fund it independently. 
 
Steve gave a broad overview of Landfill and Groundwater Management. This included the 
history of landfill issues, regulatory requirements, past and future liability issues, and 
hydrological investigation and testing. The facility is currently meeting all of its obligations, 
including supplying the existing Groundwater Management Zone with a Community Water 



System, and these obligations will continue for the foreseeable future (Stretch excused himself 
from the meeting at 7:30). 
 
The Groundwater Management permit and the Nobis Engineering August Monitoring Report 
were provided. The impact and implications of the 1,4 dioxane contamination and the 
monitoring of the septage lagoons in particular were discussed in length. Art felt strongly that 
even through there have been no Groundwater Permit violations that the facility should stop 
accepting septage. Art’s concern re septage is based on the Nobis monitoring data showing 

chronic AGQS violations for nitrate at LMW-2 and LMW-3. Other members felt that as long as 
there are no violations that the lagoons should be kept open and generating revenue. Everyone 
agreed that if there is a violation, or if it becomes apparent that a violation is imminent, that 
the lagoons should be closed. 
 
Ellen felt that after such an extensive discussion that the Committee should consider some kind 
of motion to gauge the sentiment of members in regards to the septage lagoons. Art 
commented that he didn’t think that a motion would carry but he made a motion to stop 
accepting septage at the facilities. There was no second.    
 
Frank mentioned a couple of his experiences with wastewater as public comment. 
 
Ellen made a motion to adjourn, Barbara seconded it, the vote was unanimous (5-0), and the 
meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M. 
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