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	Hopkinton Recreation Committee
August 31, 2006
(These minutes are not official until approved at next month’s meeting)

Meeting called to order at 6:40 PM

Members in attending:  Sharon Nall, Vernon Miller, Dan Rinden Selectmen Representative Louise Carr, and Recreation Director Robert Mattes.  

July 25th minutes approved
August 15th Minutes approved

Business:

It has been asked of the Recreation Department if the July 4th Strawberry Festival will continue.  The group discussed continuing an event on July 4th and agreed that it would not be the same Strawberry Festival that has happened in the past.  Sharon Nall and Vernon Miller suggested that the Recreation put together another chili festival for this day.  Louise Carr mentioned that she would like to see an old homes day type of activity start and that there are many communities that are now celebrating an old homes day and that it may be nice to incorporate the July 4th celebrations with this event.

Dan mentioned that it would be nice to have some other activities happening at this event other than a chili cook off.  He suggested some field games and that we should consider holding the event at Houston Park.  Rob was approached by a business owner who was involved in this past summer’s Strawberry Festival and she would like to see a craft show be part of whatever event is going to occur on this day.  It was agreed that Rob should speak with Deb Nichols (business owner) and discuss her part in helping to organize the “craft show” portion of the event.

In looking at Houston fields as a potential location to hold this event, Dan suggested that we use the front field (in front of the library) for the craft show and the fields near the concession stand for the chili judging and field/relay races.  Louise mentioned that is would be good to see the Boy’s and Girl’s Club involved and that Rob should mention this to them, that if they are still doing weekly craft activities that they may want to make some extra crafts throughout the year and sell them at the event.

Pat’s peak held a chili cook-off this past summer, Rob will find out how well it was attended and if they can offer any tips to make this event as successful as possible.  Louise asked about Dotty Brown bringing her horse and carriage again this year and everyone agreed that it would be a wonderful thing to have her involved again with this activity.

There was a motion made by Sharon Nall and seconded by Vernon Miller that the Recreation Department will commit to holding a July 4th event next year.  The date will be determined at September’s Recreation Committee meeting (everyone should bring your calendars to this meeting)

Dan asked about fireworks and conversation ensued about who does them and why they are not currently happening and will they happen in the future.  The group agreed that if the fireworks are going to happen next year that we should consider holding the July 4th event at Elm Brook Park and have people make a day at the park to end with the fireworks.

Rob gave an update on what is going to be happening at Columbia Hall over the next two weeks.  If anyone is available to help paint or clean they should feel free to stop by the hall because there will be plenty to accomplish for the reopening on September 13th.

There is a senior programming Sub-Committee as part of the Slusser Building Committee and Rob is looking for another male senior to be part of this programming committee.  Sharon has someone in mind that she will contact to see if they are interested and pass on Rob’s information so that a connection can be made.

Discussion moved to the Recreation Committee having sub-committees to accomplish specific tasks.  The topic has been tabled for the moment on account that even those on the Recreation Committee do not always show up and that we need to fill those spots before we start breaking off into new committees.  When the committee grows and people are still asking to be part of the committee and get involved then the topic will be revisited.

Haunted House Update:
Sharon received a call from Kim Harris that there is a huge Halloween party that occurs the same night as the Haunted House that the Recreation Department is putting on.  It was asked that maybe we can coordinate the dates of these two events next year so that they do not happen on the same night.  The organizer if the Halloween party has a lot of great ideas and would love to be part of the organizing of the Recreation Department Haunted House; however, because the events are on the same night she is not able to get as involved and there may be many other people who are in the same boat.  Sharon will ask that those who are going to the party to stop by the Haunted House in costume first.

Rob gave an update on those who he has spoken with about being involved with the event.  The Rotary will get back to him by September 12th and the Cracker Barrel will let him know soon as well.  Sandi Heino Real Estate has agreed to let the Recreation Department use their driveway as a starting point for the event and to allow the use of their electricity.

Vernon will approach Marklin Candle co. for donations of candles.

Banners displaying the sponsoring companies should go up the week before the event.

Dan will contact the Patenaude family about the possibility of putting up a sign on their property.  If they have no problem with this, Tony will be asked to make another sign for this location.

Sharon brought up the fact that there seems to be no cohesive theme to bring all of the different areas together.  The group should be thinking of ways to link each area to the next.  This could be as simple as giving the tour guides a prep list so that they can explain the scene before the group gets there or by coming up with a story or atmosphere that will be shared by each area (other then horror movie).

Rob will send out an email to the Haunted House Committee requesting that everyone have a movie picked out by our next meeting on the 12th.

Louise mentioned that the pumpkins from the Keene Pumpkin Festival may be available for the taking after their event is over.  Sharon has a contact in the Keene Fire Department and will inquire on how to get some of these pumpkins.  This will save us a lot of time from carving the pumpkins and we may be able to get some really impressive pumpkins for the trail.

Rob has made contact with Sam’s Club and will write a letter to them requesting grant money on October 1st.  Sam’s Club grant program is done month by month so the request has to be put in the month that it is going to be used.

The Breakfast with Santa event has been brought up and as soon as the Haunted House event is over this will be put together.  

Rob updated the committee on the programs that will be taking place in September and additional program ideas were generated.

Our next Recreation Committee meeting will be Tuesday September 26th @ 6:30 PM in Columbia Hall (14 Maple Street, Contoocook).

We are adjourned at 8:29 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rob Mattes
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