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Select Board Public Meeting Minutes – January 25, 2016
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Fax:  (603) 746-2952      Web:  hopkinton-nh.gov



SELECT BOARD
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2016
APPROVED  February 8, 2016

I. CALL TO ORDER
Select Board Chair Jim O’Brien called this regular meeting of the Select Board to order at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, January 25, 2016 in the Town Hall.  Mr. O’Brien introduced the members of the Board.  Sue Strickford led the Pledge of Allegiance.     

Members Present:	Jim O’Brien, Chair; Ken Traum, Vice-Chair; Sara Persechino, Sue B. Strickford, and Steve Lux, Jr. 

Staff Present:	Neal Cass, Town Administrator; and Robin Buchanan, Administrative Assessing Assistant, and Dan Blanchette, Director of Public Works
 
Public Present: 	Janet Krzyzaniak, Ken Wilkens, Rob Miller, Raymond Talkington,  Chuck & Joyce Rose, Louise Carr, Lee Wilkens, Ed Kerr and members of the Sestercentennial Committee.

II. POINTS OF PRIDE
Mr. Cass stated, there are often times that employees go one step further than necessary for residents and often goes unnoticed.  He further stated that Mrs. Bresaw received a call from a resident who needed a ride home from the hospital and all their family members were ill and unable to pick her up.  Mrs. Bresaw inquired and Paula Simpkins, Recreational Director, went and picked up the resident and brought her home.

Mr. Cass also stated a resident Doctor was shoveling his driveway in the early morning; and as Dan Blanchette passed his driveway, he lifted the plow, so he would not drop more snow at the end of the drive.  On his way back out, Mr. Blanchette dropped his blade at the end of the driveway and plowed the end of the driveway out.  

Thank you to both employees.

III. ADMINISTRATIVE 
The Board members reviewed documents for signature and approved unanimously (5-0) the Consent Agenda, with the removal of the Joyce Building permit, taking the following action on motion made by Mr. Traum and seconded by Mrs. Persechino.  

	ACCOUNTS PAYABLE MANIFEST
	$39,300.04
	

	
	$1,494,613.30
	

	
	
	

	PAYROLL MANIFEST
	$75,228.05
	

	 
	 
	

	ABATEMENT  (internal no checks issued)
	
	

	Map 208-3-D35 Sandy Beach moved out
	$192.00
	

	Map 208-3-A7 Sandy Beach moved out
	$120.00
	

	Map 224 Lot 45 new assessment not applied
	$893.75
	

	
	
	

	PETITION AND POLE LICENSE
	
	

	
	
	

	ELDERLY EXEMPTION
	
	

	Map 224 Lot 6 DENY-over asset limit
	
	

	
	
	

	BUILDING PERMITS
	
	

	Sunrun Installations rooftop pv system 410 Broad CoveMap 247 Lot 24
	
	

	ReVision Energy rooftop pv 743 Jewett Rd Map 257 Lot 2
	
	

	SolarCity rooftop pv 804 South Road Map 253 Lot 2.1
	
	

	Jay-Mor 20 Pine demolition Map 101 Lot 36
	
	

	Chicoine Construction new residence Sugar Hill Map 233 Lot 12
	
	

	Charles & Joyce Rose new resident Thain Road Map 216 Lot 24
	
	

	
	
	

	SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
	
	

	Lambert Family Trust Tax year 2014 & 2015
	$482.81
	



Approval of Minutes
The Board reviewed the Select Board Public Meeting Minutes of Monday, January 11, 2016.  Mr. Traum made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Persechino to approve the minutes of the Public Meeting Minutes.  Mrs. Strickford made a correction regarding sidewalks, that they need repair instead of clearing.  There being no further discussion, Chair O’Brian called for the vote.

VOTE:  O’Brien, Traum, Persechino, Strickford and Lux voting in favor of the motion; no votes against. MOTION APPROVED 5-0.

The Board reviewed the Select Board Non Public Meeting Minutes of Monday, January 11, 2016, Session I.  Mr. Traum made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Strickford to approve the minutes of the Non Public Meeting Minutes, Session I.  There being no discussion, Chair O’Brian called for the vote.

VOTE:  O’Brien, Traum, Persechino, Strickford and Lux voting in favor of the motion; no votes against. MOTION APPROVED 5-0.


The Board reviewed the Select Board Non Public Meeting Minutes of Monday, January 11, 2016, Session II. Mr. Traum made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lux to approve the minutes of the Non Public Meeting Minutes, Session II.  There being no discussion, Chair O’Brian called for the vote.

VOTE:  O’Brien, Traum, Persechino, Strickford and Lux voting in favor of the motion; no votes against. MOTION APPROVED 5-0.

The Board reviewed the Select Board Non Public Meeting Minutes of Monday, January 11, 2016, Session III.   Mr. Traum made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Persechino to approve the minutes of the Non Public Meeting Minutes, Session III.  There being no discussion, Chair O’Brian called for the vote.

VOTE:  O’Brien, Traum, Persechino, Strickford voting in favor of the motion; no votes against; Lux abstaining. MOTION APPROVED 4-0-1.

IV. APPOINTMENTS:
Sestercentennial Committee re:  proceeds from sale of commemorative items:
Louise Carr stated the Sestercentennial Committee has held their wrap up meeting.  They have a few commemorative items left.  The Committee has decided that any money left in the fund be donated to the Kimball Cabins Fund account.  Discussion ensued with regards to the Committee having a slide show on Primary Day, February 9, 2016. Chairman O’Brien thanked the Committee for a job well done.  

Mr. Traum made a motion to transfer any money remaining in the Sestercentennial Committee Fund Account to the Kimball Cabins Fund Account.  Mrs. Persechino seconded the motion.

VOTE:  O’Brien, Traum, Persechino, Strickford and Lux voting in favor of the motion; no votes against. MOTION APPROVED 5-0.


IV. OLD BUSINESS
2015 Year End Financials: 
Mr. Cass stated revenue is up and expenses are down for 2015.  Mr. Cass also informed the Board that we have locked in fuel prices for 2016.

Spirit Skate Park Committee:  
Mrs. Persechino reports that the Committee held it first meeting on Thursday, January 21, 2016.  The Committee went over plans for fundraising, including but not limited, to Facebook, a Go Fund Me page, and appeal letters.  Mrs. Persechino stated one of the Committee members, Frank Tansey, works for Pepsi.  Mr. Tansey told the Committee that Pepsi would be willing to put tags on the bottles of Pepsi that are sold locally advertising the skate park fundraising mission, as well as possibly putting advertisements on the back of their delivery trucks.  The Committee would supply language, website, etc. and Pepsi will design the graphics, which will be brought to the Board for approval.  


Mr. Traum made a motion to establish the Spirit Skate Park Committee, with members:  Bob Carr, Carole Carr, Don Shumway, Miriam Shumway, Frank Tansey, Deb Nicholson, Nini Allen, Ed Kerry, Gery Blue and Kimberly Haley, and Sara Persechino, Select Board representative.

VOTE:  O’Brien, Traum, Persechino, Strickford and Lux voting in favor of the motion; no votes against. MOTION APPROVED 5-0.

Mrs. Persechino stated that although she is not running for re-election; she would like to continue on the Skate Park Committee if the Board approves of that.  The Board was in favor of Mrs. Persechino continuing on the Skate Park Committee.  

IV. APPOINTMENTS (continued)
Penacook Road Project:   Mr. Tram, as Selectmen’s Representative on the Road Committee, gave a brief history of how the Board went from $250,000 for roads, to bonding out the road work for $600,000., which was a proposal by Don Houston.  Mr. Houston met with the Select Board on Monday, January 11, 2016.  Discussion ensued. with regards to interest and payments.   Mr. Blanchette, Director of Public Works, stated that this $600,000 will not be enough to complete all issues with all the roads, but will help us start to catch up on the maintenance issues.    The Road Committee and the Budget Committee are in favor of bonding for the roads.  Mr. Blanchette also discussed engineering costs and that it is less expensive to get the engineering done all at once.  

Mr. Traum made a motion to revise the 2016 Town Meeting Warrant, lowering the proposed amount to go into the Road/Bridge/Culvert Rehabilitation Capital Reserve Fund amount from $600,000 to $250,000 and to insert an additional warrant article to bond $2,200,000 for road, bridge, and culvert rehabilitation.  Mrs. Persechino seconded the motion.  

VOTE:  O’Brien, Traum, Persechino, Strickford and Lux voting in favor of the motion; no votes against. MOTION APPROVED 5-0.

V.  NEW BUSINESS
CVP Building/Land Swap Proposal:
Mr. Cass stated he had a conversation with Dick Strickford, Contoocook Village Precinct
Commissioner, and the Precinct would like to give the Town a building at George’s Park in exchange for a small strip of land located near the Sewer Treatment Plant, located on Public Works Drive.  Mr. Lux inquired if this piece of land would ever be used for expanding the sewer treatment plant.  Mr. Cass stated no.   Chairman O’Brien asked Mr. Cass to do some more research before the Board makes a decision.

Prepayment of Taxes:  
Mr. Cass stated that this has been voted on before; however, this authorization for prepayment of taxes will allow pre-payment of taxes in the year the tax is due.  Mr. Cass stated that it is RSA 80.52(a) that allows pre-payment.   Chairman O’Brien would like to have Chuck Gangel, Tax Collector, come in next time and speak to this.

Review of Dog Letter:
Mrs. Persechino reviewed the letter that would be handed out when dog owners register their dogs.  The letter reminds them to clean up after their dogs and informs them of dog stations that will be placed at Kimball Cabins, the Library and the Story Walk, George’s Park and the Gazebo.  The letter is the collaboration of the Open Space Committee, the Conservation Committee and the Kimball Cabins Committee.  Mr. Cass stated it should involve limited staff time. 

IV. APPOINTMENTS (continued)
Rob Miller, Ray Talkington and Chuck & Joyce Rose re:  Thain Road building permit.  
Attorney Miller informed the Board that the Roses have submitted a new building permit for their property on Thain Road.  Chairman O’Brien stated the permit has been denied twice because of flooding issues.  Discussion ensued with regards to more precise information with regards to the elevation of the road, which is higher than originally thought, and how the Army Corp controls the area for flood control.  Chairman O’Brien inquired if the Police and Fire Chiefs were involved.  Mr. Cass stated they were involved in the past, but not with this new permit.  Board members expressed concerns that the new information has not been verified by the Army Corp, concerns about driving town vehicles through 2 to 3 feet of standing water and the Town’s liability if safety and fire vehicles are unable to reach the property due to flooding. Discussion ensued with regards to having the Roses sign a waiver.  No decision was made as the Board would like comment from both the Fire Chief and the Police Chief.   Attorney Miller would like to meet with the Town’s Attorney to see if they can agree on language for a waiver.
Mr. Cass will contact the Town’s Attorney.

VI. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:
Senior Lunch:  Mr. Cass stated the Select Board will be doing lunch for the Seniors on Wednesday, February 24, 2016 and he is looking for menu suggestions.

Mr. Cass stated that he has received a letter from Tom and Mary Congoran with regards to the Contoocook Carry for 2016.

Mr. Cass stated the Conservation Commission would like to sign the Petition against issue of licenses to kill bobcats.  Chairman O’Brien stated as long as it is clear that they are representing the Conservation Commission and not the Town; they don’t need approval from the Board.  

VIII. PUBLIC FORUM
Ken Wilkens presented the Board with a Petition Warrant Article to rescind Pay by Bag.

Mrs. Krzyzaniak inquired about payment to have the Rose’s attorney to speak to our Town Attorney, stated we should not pay for it.  She requested to be notified when the bill comes in.

Mrs. Krzyzaniak also inquired as to when something will be done about the sign violations with regards to the Every Day Café and the violations have been long standing, it is not fair to the other businesses, Every Day Café needs to follow the rules.  

Chairman O’Brien would like Mr. Cass to set up a meeting with the Hopkinton Fair Association.

Mr. Cass asked for suggestions for the Town Report Dedication.

Discussion ensued with regards to the Board’s schedule for the Primary on Tuesday, February 9, 2016.  


NON-PUBLIC SESSION IV-RSA 91-A: 3 IV (e) Legal 
Mrs. Persechino moved to go into a non-public session regarding a legal issue under the provisions of Nonpublic Session RSA 91-A: 3 II (e).  Mr. Traum seconded the motion.  
VOTE:	Select Board Members Traum, Persechino, Strickford, Lux, and Chair O’Brien voted in favor, and the Chair declared the motion to have carried unanimously (5–0).
The Board and Town Administrator went into nonpublic session, as recorded separately, at 7:40 p.m.  The Board returned to public session at 7:45 p.m.
Vote to seal nonpublic minutes:
Mrs. Persechino moved to seal the minutes of the just completed nonpublic session.  Mr. Traum seconded the motion.
VOTE:	Select Board Members Traum, Persechino, Strickford, Lux, and Chair O’Brien voted in favor, and the Chair declared the motion to have carried unanimously (5–0).

NON-PUBLIC SESSION IV-RSA 91-A: 3 IV (c) Reputation 
Mrs. Strickford moved to go into a non-public session regarding an issue which could affect the reputation of someone other than the Board, under the provisions of Nonpublic Session RSA 91-A: 3 II (c).  Mrs. Persechino seconded the motion.  
VOTE:	Select Board Members Traum, Persechino, Strickford, Lux, and Chair O’Brien voted in favor, and the Chair declared the motion to have carried unanimously (5–0).
The Board went into nonpublic session, as recorded separately, at 7:45 p.m.  The Board returned to public session at 7:55 p.m.
Vote to seal nonpublic minutes:
Mrs. Persechino moved to seal the minutes of the just completed nonpublic session.  Mr. Traum seconded the motion.
VOTE:	Select Board Members Traum, Persechino, Strickford, Lux, and Chair O’Brien voted in favor, and the Chair declared the motion to have carried unanimously (5–0).

NON-PUBLIC SESSION IV-RSA 91-A: 3 IV (a) Personnel 
Mrs. Strickford moved to go into a non-public session regarding a personnel issue under the provisions of Nonpublic Session RSA 91-A: 3 II (a).  Mrs. Persechino seconded the motion.  
VOTE:	Select Board Members Traum, Persechino, Strickford, Lux, and Chair O’Brien voted in favor, and the Chair declared the motion to have carried unanimously (5–0).
The Board and Town Administrator went into nonpublic session, as recorded separately, at 7:55 p.m.  The Board returned to public session at 8:27 p.m.
Vote to seal nonpublic minutes:
Mrs. Persechino moved to seal the minutes of the just completed nonpublic session.  Mr. Traum seconded the motion.
VOTE:	Select Board Members Traum, Persechino, Strickford, Lux, and Chair O’Brien voted in favor, and the Chair declared the motion to have carried unanimously (5–0).

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, motion by Mrs. Persechino, seconded by Mrs. Strickford to adjourn the meeting.  Vote 5-0 in favor of the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,

Robin Buchanan,
Administrative Assessing Assistant
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