
Hopkinton Cemetery Trustees 
Meeting Minutes  

8-25-2016 
 

1 
 

 
 
 
Present; Don Lane Chair, Judy Hampe TT, Bob Gerseny TT at the Cemetery Trustee Office 
 
Mr. Lane convened the meeting at 8:31AM. 
 
The minutes of 7-26-2016 and 8-3-2016 were approved. 
 
Christine Hamm Files 
Mr. Lane shared seven working files that he had received from former Trustee Christine Hamm.  He was 
uncertain of their status.  Gerseny agreed to call Ms. Hamm and ask for clarification on outstanding 
items. 
 
Drescher Plots 
Mr. Lane asked if any further research had been done on the Richard and Donald Drescher Plots.  Mrs. 
Hampe reported that she had called Don(?) Drescher and reported on our findings from the last 
meeting.  The TTs inspected the cards from the Card File and could glean no further information. 
 
Section GN Old Hopkinton Cemetery 
Mr. Lane clarified the Lot layout of Section GN in the Old Hopkinton Cemetery and the Trustees agreed 
that the current plan with only seven Lots and large setbacks from the road in front and the stone wall in 
back would remain in force.  It was planned that the Trustees would visit Section GN and verify the map 
and plan. 
 
Cemetery Mapping 
Mr. Gerseny volunteered to do further research on previous surveys and mapping and to contact 
potential professional firms that might be able to assist in creating definitive maps for our use in selling 
plots.  Gerseny proposed that due diligence be done this fall and that work on this might begin in the 
spring.  There was discussion about areas within the Cemeteries that were filled with Granite and 
practically unusable. 
 
Pontem Software 
Mr. Gerseny updated the Trustees regarding Pontem.  We have identified three individuals who will 
receive training as soon as we have networked the Cemetery PC into the Town Hall system.  Then after 
training we will begin the process of auditing the data base against the card file.   
 
Old Hopkinton Memorial Garden 
The Trustees revisited the issue of the Arborvitae plants that had been ruined by deer.   After some 
discussion it was suggested that for the time being we ask Mr. Minor to remove the Arborvitae and that 
we not replant immediately.  It was not clear whether Theresa Pearson has an express contract with the 
Trustees or not (Gerseny to check with Deb Gallant; none found on file).  Gerseny suggested that we 
plan to meet with Theresa Pearson to discuss the Memorial Gardens in general to begin planning for 
next season in general. 
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Contoocook Village Cemetery  
A recent mishap occurred at the time of Vern Millers death.  A lot was sold previously but not recorded 
properly.  It was sold again to the Millers.  At the time of burial the grave was opened and the error was 
discovered.  A second grave had to be opened.  Mrs.  Miller was billed for both graves and the Trustees 
agreed that as it was their error that the Trustees should pay for one of the grave openings. 
 
Arsenault 
Gerseny reported that the Select Board considered the issue with the Arsenaults to be a Cemetery 
Trustees matter and that as the Trustees had tabled the matter there was no need for any further 
consideration. 
 
Holmes Property 
Mr. Lane raised the issue of the Holmes property adjacent to the Contoocook Village Cemetery and 
whether it should be purchased for further expansion.  It was not known whether it was actually for sale 
or not.  Gerseny agreed to inquire about the validity of using trust funds for such a purchase.  (A 
subsequent review of the Cy Pres judgement filed at the consolidation of the funds action indicates that 
Trust Funds can be used for almost any Cemetery function including purchase of land for expansion.)  
The questions raised were what capacity we still have, how long will that current capacity last and 
whether opportunities for expansion will present themselves in the future, all of which seemed unclear.  
Mrs. Hampe mentioned that land adjacent to New Hopkinton will be on the market soon and that we 
should consider this issue as well.  Gerseny volunteered to begin due diligence on surveying and 
mapping so that we could make an informed decision on capacity. 
 
Eagle Scout Project 
Gerseny reported that Daniel Tucker, a prospective Eagle Scout had inquired about continuing the 
mapping project that Alden Mitchell had done in the Old Hopkinton Cemetery.  The Trustees were in 
favor of the project.  Mr. Lane agreed to provide Alden’s book to Gerseny to review with Daniel.  
Gerseny will meet with Daniel on Saturday, August 27th. 
 
Hopkinton New Cemetery 
The Trustees visited New Hopkinton Cemetery to inspect the Akerman and Dwinell plots and agreed 
upon a numbering configuration to identify same. 
 
The next meeting of the Trustees was tentatively scheduled for September 13th at 8:30 AM at the 
Cemetery Trustee Office. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:05AM 
 
Respectfully Submitted 

Gerseny 
Robert P. Gerseny, TT 


