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IMPORTANT LETTER FROM THE TOWN MODERATOR 
 

July 17, 2020 
 

To: The Registered Voters of the Town of Hopkinton 
 

From: Bruce B. Ellsworth, Town Moderator 
 

Subject: Change in Administrative Procedures for the 2020 Hopkinton Town Meeting 
 

 

Last week, subsequent to our issuance of our proposed "Hopkinton Town Meeting COVID-19 
Compatible Procedures", Governor Chris Sununu signed into law new legislation, House Bill 1129 
(included in this mailing), providing for optional town meeting procedures during the COVID-19 
outbreak period. 
 
Although our procedures had been previously reviewed and accepted by the offices of the Secretary of 
State and the Attorney General, they are now found to be inconsistent with one section of the new 
legislation. 
 
Specifically, our procedures provided for the Moderator to review any proposed amendments that 
were submitted by voters, and to appropriately place them on the warrant for consideration. 
 
The new legislation, HB 1129, delegates that responsibility to the Select Board.  The Select Board will 
hold a meeting on Thursday, July 23, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. to review the amendments and determine the 
final articles to be on the ballot.  The methods to submit comments and recommended amendments 
remains the same and the deadline remains Thursday, July 23, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 
 Email:  moderator@hopkinton-nh.gov 

Telephone: (603) 746-8256 
 
As previously posted, the ballot will be available by 3:00 p.m. on Friday July 24, 2020 on the town 
website and printed copies at the Town Hall and the Slusser Center.  Public comments on the 
amendments and all articles will take place on Friday, July 24, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. as previously posted. 
 
Accordingly, please consider this letter as our announcement that the new procedure will be in effect 
for the 2020 Town Meeting, and that amendments included on the 2020 Town Warrant are the result 
of Select Board review. 
 
I have asked our Town Counsel to make a short presentation of the new legislation at our Monday, July 
20, 2020 Town Meeting. 
 
Bruce B. Ellsworth 
Moderator 

http://www.hopkinton-nh.gov/
mailto:moderator@hopkinton-nh.gov


CHAPTER 8 

HB 1129 - FINAL VERSION 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty 

AN ACT relative to notice requirements for certain municipal public hearings, providing for 

optional town meeting procedures during the state of emergency declared in response to 

the novel coronavirus disease (Covid-19), and relative to online reporting of CARES Act 

disbursements. 

 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened: 

 
8:1 Planning and Zoning; Notice Requirements for Public Hearing. Amend RSA 675:7, I to read 

as follows: 

I.(a) Notice shall be given for the time and place of each public hearing held under RSA 

675:2-4 and RSA 675:6 at least 10 calendar days before the hearing. The notice required under 

this section shall not include the day notice is posted or the day of the public hearing. Notice of 

each public hearing shall be published in a paper of general circulation in the municipality and 

shall be posted in at least 2 public places. Any person owning property in the municipality may 

request notice of all public hearings on proposed amendments to the zoning ordinance, and the 

municipality shall provide notice, at no cost to the person, electronically or by first class mail. 

(b) In lieu of publication in a paper of general circulation pursuant to subparagraph 

(a), notice may be posted on the municipality's Internet website, if such exists. If notice is posted on 

the municipality's website in lieu of publication in a paper of general circulation, the notice shall: 

(1) Appear prominently on the website's home page, or a link directly to the notice 

shall appear prominently on the home page; 

(2) Be posted at the time stated in subparagraph (a) and shall remain on the 

website until the conclusion of the hearing; and 

(3) Be posted in 2 other public places. 

 

8:2 Temporary Municipal Spending Authority; State of Emergency. Due to the state of  

emergency declared as a result of the novel coronavirus disease (Covid-19), the provisions of RSA 

32:13, II shall also apply to towns and districts, as defined in RSA 32:3, with a July to June fiscal 

year, so that such towns or districts may make expenditures between July 1 and the date a budget 

is adopted which are reasonable in light of prior year's appropriations and expenditures during 

the same time period. 

 

8:3 Temporary Optional Town Meeting Procedures; State of Emergency. Towns, 

village districts, and school districts that are unable to hold in-person annual meetings 

in 2020 or 2021 due to novel coronavirus disease (Covid-19) may conduct virtual 

meetings in accordance with this section. At the option of the governing body, the town 

or school district meeting may be convened and proceed to approve the posted 2020 or 

2021 warrant in the following fashion: 

I. The governing body shall host a live virtual meeting and information session, 

during which the proposed optional town or school district meeting procedures shall 

be outlined and warrant articles discussed. At least 7 days prior to this informational 

session, notice shall be mailed to all registered voters describing the procedures to be 

followed for conducting an annual meeting pursuant to this section. After the live, 



virtual meeting is adjourned, questions and comments from the public shall be solicited 

and received via electronic mail, voice mail, text message, or by other electronic means. 

II. Within 7 days of the information session, the governing body shall hold 

another live virtual meeting to consider and address comments received from the 

public. The governing body shall then discuss, debate, and be permitted to amend the 

posted warrant. The final warrant, as amended, shall then be made available 

electronically for printing by voters to be brought to the voting session, which shall be 

scheduled for a date and time to be determined by the governing body. 

III. Voting on final warrant articles shall be by secret ballot cast by voters 

through drive-up procedures to ensure appropriate social distancing. In a town or 

district that uses the official ballot for the election of officers and has not yet held its 

town or district election, an official ballot will be printed for the election of officers and 

other items that are required to be placed on the official ballot. All other warrant 

articles will be printed on a separate ballot ("the alternative ballot"). 

IV. The first article on the alternative ballot shall ask whether voters approve 

these optional meeting procedures. If the optional procedures are not approved by a 

simple majority, all other warrant articles shall be deemed disapproved. However, the 

election of officers and action on other items on the initial ballot will be effective. If the 

optional voting procedures are approved, then all other votes on warrant articles shall 

be deemed the final action of the meeting, provided that if the operating budget 

warrant article is not approved, the governing body may vote to: 

(a) Convene a meeting before September 1 to adopt an operating budget; or 

(b) Elect to deem that the meeting has adopted the previous year's 

operating budget article, not including separate warrant articles. 

V. In a town or district using the official ballot referendum (SB 2) form of annual 

meeting that has held its deliberative session but has not yet held its official ballot 

voting sessions, the governing body may choose to use the drive up procedures in 

paragraph III for the official ballot voting session, and paragraphs I and II shall not 

apply. 

 

8:4 Online Access to Budget Information and Reports; CARES Act Funding. Beginning July 1, 

2020, the commissioner of the department of administrative services, or the governor’s office for 

economic relief and recovery, shall separately report on the state website the disbursement of all 

CARES Act funds, in a check register format, including the amount of the payment, the date of 

the payment,  the  person  or  entity  to  whom  the  payment  was  made,  the  title  and  number  

of  the accounting unit and class code, the title and number of the expense account, and a brief 

description of said disbursement. 

8:5 Effective Date. 

I. Section 1 of this act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 

II. The remainder of this act shall take effect upon its passage. 

 

Approved: July 10, 2020 

Effective Date: 

I. Section 1 shall take effect September 8, 2020. 

II. Remainder shall take effect July 10, 2020 

 

 



Town of Hopkinton 
330 Main Street 
Hopkinton, NH 03229 
 

 

IMPORTANT UPDATED TOWN MEETING INFORMATION 

 

 

      POSTAL CUSTOMER 
      HOPKINTON, NH 03229 
 
 
 

NEW LAW SIGNED FRIDAY 7/10/2020 CHANGES VIRTUAL TOWN 
MEETING AMENDMENT PROCESS 

 

REMINDER OF THE HOPKINTON TOWN MEETING DATES: 
• Monday, July 20, 2020, 6:00 p.m.:  The first virtual Town Meeting with introduction and 

explanation of Warrant Articles and public comment.  This meeting will be recorded and posted 

online. 

• Tuesday-Thursday, July 21-23, 2020:  Public comment and suggested article amendments 

submitted to the Moderator by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 23, 2020. 

• Thursday, July 23, 2020, 6:00 p.m.:  Select Board meeting to review amendments and 

determine the final articles to be on the ballot. 

• Friday, July 24, 2020, 6:00 p.m.:  The second virtual Town Meeting with discussion of article 

amendments and public comment.  The final ballot will be posted online by 3:00 on Friday. 

• Saturday, July 25, 2020, 8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.:  Drive-through voting for all registered voters at 

the Hopkinton Middle/High School (297 Park Avenue, Contoocook). 

• Login information for all meetings, Monday, July 20, Thursday, July 23, and Friday, 

July 24. (All meetings begin at 6:00 p.m.): 
o ZOOM MEETING:  https://bit.ly/HopkintonTownMeeting-ZOOM  

o YOUTUBE LIVE: https://bit.ly/HopkintonTownMeeting-YouTube   (Can watch here but not 

participate) 

o TELPHONE:  Dial:  1-312-626-6799 and then enter Meeting ID:  867 8931 4545 

o If there are access issues during the meeting call 603-746-8242 

• All information and updates related to Town Meeting will be posted at:  
https://bit.ly/HopkintonTownMeeting-Information 

 

https://bit.ly/HopkintonTownMeeting-ZOOM
https://bit.ly/HopkintonTownMeeting-YouTube
https://bit.ly/HopkintonTownMeeting-Information



